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one reason why the election was rushed was that Conservative
headquarters had been warned of the Liberal revival. I cannot
vouch for the accuracy of that suggestion, but if our candidates
had had more time^they would have given a far better account of
themselves, while if headquarters had had another couple of
months they would have been able to put many more in the field.
There were many portents of a Liberal revival in the country.
The results did not justify those signs. We were almost swept out
of existence. One explanation is that we had not a full complement
of candidates, the electors felt it would be a waste of effort to back
Liberals, But my own view is that the quiet patient underground
work during the five^years of war by the Labour Party decided the
public to give the Socialists a chance, while the self-denying ordinance
of the Liberals during the war put them out of the running, the
electors being hardly conscious of their existence. I have heard
very few complaints from Liberal candidates and they have taken
the set-back with remarkable equanimity.

In August 1941, Hugh Seely vacated his seat as Liberal member
for Berwick-on-Tweed on becoming Under Secretary of State for
Air and accepting a peerage. This provided a great opportunity for
a Liberal to enter Parliament, especially as under the party truce
he was not likely to have a contest. There were many names
submitted to the local association, including a number of experienced

S)liticians, but in the end they selected a young captain of the
uards, George Grey, age twenty-three. At a recent meeting of
the Assembly he had made a deep impression on all who had heard
him by a thoughtful and obviously sincere speech. No doubt
local Liberals were influenced in their choice by the fact that he
was a kinsman of Sir Edward Grey, who for long had both repre-
sented and lived in the division; but he had a good army record
and had fought at Dunkirk. I had the great satisfaction of intro-
ducing him into the House when he took his seat for Berwick-on-
Tweed.

He did not have many opportunities to take part in the debates
of the House as he continued on active service, but on the few
occasions that he spoke he shaped remarkably well, both in the
matter and style of his speeches. He reminded me in appearance,
and in his quiet way of speaking, of Edward Grey, though he was
only a distant cousin.. He had a considerable influence on his
contemporaries and many a young man in his regiment came tinder
his spell. He took his politics seriously, but unlike so^many i^en of
his generation, he was extremely well-balanced in Ms ideas.
In fact, he had all the attributes of a statesman. I liked him enor-
mously, as did everyone of all parties in >the House who came
in contact with him. He had a keen sense of humour and in spite